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Anthro 100 Notes


J. M. Kenoyer                           Fall 2017
MESOAMERICA  

General Geography: Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Salvador, Belize and Costa Rica

- varied environment, many small rivers flowing to the coasts, no major alluvial plain, highland valleys and coastal jungles  

Subsistence and Technology

- maize, beans, squash, and gourds, chilies and various tubers 

- no large domestic animals and no animals used for transport. All goods were carried by porter or by canoe.

- early pottery appears around 2300-1500 BC

Standard Chronology


Pre-classic


2000 BC - 250 AD 
(Regionalization and Integration)


Classic


250-700 AD

(Integration) 


Post-classic

700/900-1520 AD 
(Localization and re Integration)

Integration occurs at different time in different regions 

Complex Chiefdoms and early States indistinguishable in the archaeological record 

Two different extremes of political organization – Corporate (group rule) and Network (individual rulers)
Gulf Coast, Lowlands Mexico

Olmec – Complex Chiefdoms - 1200 - 400 BC-  

- hierarchical society, elite class of Shaman-Chiefs to Shaman- Kings, nobles, priests, craftsmen and traders, with non-elites including other craftspeople, farmers, hunters, fishers and porters - possible slaves

-ritual performance and ceremonies used to reinforce hierarchy and status -Bufo marinus toads possibly used for hallucinogenic properties, Jaguar deity is very common and carved in many forms - hierarchy reinforced monumental architecture, tribute collection and mobilization of force for large projects, and military coercion 

-some early Olmec kings were also depicted as ball players or warriors - indicating importance of military coercion in legitimation of their power, 

- large ceremonial complexes, massive stone heads brought from distant mountains, over 60 to 130 km away - 18 ton stone (basalt) portraiture of various rulers,  trade center for obsidian, jade and other precious stones from all over Mesoamerica

La Venta: earliest settlement at 2250 BC, but main ceremonial center, grows in importance around 900 BC and is destroyed around 400 BC, several mounds, plazas and pyramidal structures, massive stone heads, 

Zapotec State- Oaxaca Valley

San José Mogote: 1400 - 800 BC: early settlement  begins to dominate the valley and compete with other towns, extensive trade networks, ceremonial center,  early writing on a “danzantes” – war victim named “1 Earthquake”

Monte Albàn - 500 BC - AD 700 – Early City State  - stone monuments and carved relief of sacrificial victims “danzantes”, first extensive use of writing seen in glyphs showing defeated enemies, military accomplishments were main topic of decorative art/writing at first, but themes shift to elite histories, on rulers and their deaths, as well as diplomatic relations with Teotihuacan

- highly planned Main Plaza focal point of civic-ceremonial activity, palaces, fancy tombs, access limited

Teotihuacán - 250 BC - AD 750 - Central Mexico

- emerged  after volcanic activity destroyed another city in the South of the basin

- large ritual center with many pyramidal mounds capped by temples, sacred central avenue. Pyramid of the Sun, 64 meters high and 213 meters on each side, 1 million cubic meters of fill, many hand cut caves beneath this and other pyramids, cave contain ritual objects and sometimes sacrificial human burials

- sprawling settlement, 20 to 22 square km (8.5 sq miles), populations from 90-125,000

-important trade center linked to all regions of Mesoamerica. 

-Ideology:  Strongly Corporate after 200 AD, focus on deities and their accomplishments, no cult of the ruler, no palaces, no fancy tombs, no depictions of individual rulers, no use of writing, no ball courts.  Murals depict processions with many individuals of equal status, important individuals are hidden behind masks and costumes. 

Maya (Classic) - AD 250-800 - Yucatan Peninsula

-Ideology and political organization focused on rulers and their accomplishments, Network mode of political rule

- carved stone writing focuses on birth, accession, marriage, death, auto-sacrifice and genealogy / links to ancestors of rulers

-successful rulers captured and sacrificed high ranking elites from competing sites to gain prestige and attract followers. Rulers built fancy palaces, tombs, and accumulated massive amounts of wealth. Use of long-count calendar to record history of elite lineage. 

-An important carved stone from Copan during the late Classic says that Tikal, Calakmul, Palenque, and Copan are the four dominate centers in the Lowlands

Aztec State AD 1200-1520- Central Mexico

Aztec City States (state was called altepetl in Nahuatl Aztec language)

- complex hierarchy of competing city-states organized into confederacies, integrated by the Aztec Triple Alliance in 1430 -1520 AD  

- hereditary rulers, city state markets, tribute system, supra state organization integrating man different ethnic groups

-centralized rituals to reinforce ideology and power of the state

-children taught songs and stories beginning at age 7 or 8, had to perform these in centralized community and state ceremonies, children and adults forced to work for the state as a part of their duty to the state, one must merit ones fortune

- for elites, one must undergo suffering and ritual sacrifices in order to merit one’s status, dominant class cohesion was an important theme, even ones enemies were expected to join together for special elite rituals, especially human sacrifice and other blood sacrifices

- inter class relations were reinforced by origin myths, the ruler was supposed to rule on behalf of the people, maintaining order and avoiding chaos

--------------------------------------

Mesoamerican Writing Systems - Maya, Zapotec, Mixtec, Aztec, Quiché

- combination of pictographs, ideographs, and phonetic elements.

- found on wall paintings, carved stone, pottery, bark paper, deer skin

Earliest Writing found in the Olmec region, Cascajal tablet (circa 900 BC) and  the Olmec site of La Venta (Ambassador Monument) and at San José Mogote and Monte Albàn (One Earthquake etc) and also at about the same time on the Gulf Coast at the

Maya Writing - used only be the elites and the themes are political/dynastic

- writing was used to commemorate birth, auto-sacrifice, marriage, ascension to rule, military victories, and death of elites.

- Geneologies to define relationships between rulers and relatives.

- complex calendrical systems

Long Count Calendar begins on 3114 BC and days counted from that original day one in groups of 20 days, total of 5126 year cycle that ended on 21 Dec. 2012
Sacred Round Calendar- based on 260 day (vigesimal) system (base 20)

Secular Calendar - 360 days, 18 months of 20 days, plus 5 day adjustment at end

Aztec Writing - pictographic tribute lists along with many other types of recording

----------------------------

South America
Integration Era


Wari - central highlands
AD  650 to 1100


Tiwanaku - southern highlands
AD 375 - 700 (decline by 1000) 


Inka - north to south
AD 1475 to 1532

Inka Empire AD 1440-1535


- one of many elite groups competing for power in the central highlands - the Inka communities were able to defeat their competitors and emerged as the dominant elites


- through warfare and ideological mechanisms were able to integrate many different communities into a vast empire that extended 4200 km (2600 miles) along the coast and highlands


- Cuzco, main captial and ritual center emerges with the decline of regional centers such as Chan Chan and Tiwanaku


- largest empire in the New World, military conquest used to integrate the vast region along the Pacific coast, incorporated many different ethnic groups  


- built extensive paved roads, used postal runners, some use of pack animals such as the llama, lots of use of coca. 


- quipu - knotted threads used as a form of recording knowledge and history, possibly a mnemonic device to remember important events. 

