ANTHRO 100         Archaeology Assignment                           Fall 2017
This assignment is due in Lecture the week starting Nov 1 and 2. This assignment is worth 25 points. The assignment is designed to provide a stimulating exercise in archaeologically related topics and at the same time accommodate students with different interests and backgrounds. Select only one of the following questions. The answer should consist of approximately 3 typed, double spaced pages. 

1. Go online and research a recent discovery. How is this discovery or new conclusion relevant to modern day issues and your own future long-term professional goals? Look for competing interpretations and summarize the various arguments. Be sure to use only academically viable sources such as peer-reviewed academic journals, not Wikipedia etc. Be sure to provide accurate references and weblinks. 
2. Find three examples of artifacts, graphic expression, architecture, ephemeral display, ritual or other forms of communication that reinforce and attempt to legitimize state authority and control. First described the three examples, and then determine what would be preserved archaeologically. Imagine that you are a space traveler in the distant future and that there are no written records that describe these objects or what they mean. Your job is to present an objective description and a serious, rational, logical interpretation. Describe the overall form, the medium and the techniques used to produce each type of graphic expression. Interpret the importance of each object to the society that produced it and suggest various meanings for these objects. You can use references if you like. 
3. Attend two archaeology related talks on campus (Anthropology Brown Bag, Anthro Circle Talks, Charles E. Brown Archaeological Society Talks, American Institute of Archaeology talks, Classics Department Talks, etc). Provide a summary of each talk and compare and contrast the talks in the context what you have learned in this course. Be sure to make references to specific class lectures or readings that relate to the topics or theoretical issues raised in the presentation.  

Announcements for upcoming lectures will be posted on your Learn@UW and also in the halls on the 5th Floor of the Social Science Building.
