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where the sum is taken over the set BST(A,p) of all border-strip tableaux of shape A and type p. That is, each tableau T is a tableau such that

e the k-th row of T has A boxes

e the boxes of T are filled with integers, with the integer i appearing p; times

e the integers in every row and column are weakly increasing

e the set of squares filled with the integer i form a border strip, that is, a connected skew-shape with no 2x2-square.

The height, ht(T), is the sum of the heights of the border strips in T. The height of a border strip is one less than the number of rows it touches.

It follows from this theorem that the character values of a symmetric group are integers.
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